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FOREWORD

PROGRAMME MANAGER PAUL RUBIO ON WHY FRONTIER IS
A WORLD LEADER AT FURTHERING THE UN MILENNIUM DEVELOPMENT

GOALS

2006 MARKS A GROUNDBREAKING YEAR AS
FRONTIER SENDS ITS 3000TH VOLUNTEER INTO
THE FIELD

As all countries of the world move towards
implementing the UN Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs), Frontier is distinguishing itself
as leader in the global battle for fiensuring
environmental sustainabilitydo (Goal 7) by the year
2015. The successful realisation of the goals set
forth by the United Nations will only become a

reality through a concerted and unified effort by
civil society and government, where organisations
execute

like Frontier interdisciplinary

development projects that are underpinned by

poverty eradication and livelihood enhancement.

Frontierts biodiversity conservation projects have
long produced lasting results, as data compiled
from biodiversity inventories and assessments
have formed the foundation of new protected
areas, optimal land-use plans, park management
strategies, and efforts to raise awareness and
respect for the environment.

A pioneer in the field of conservation since the
1980s, Frontier worked towards achieving the

MDGs long before their precise definition in 2005.

Nearly twenty years later, Frontier is expanding
its groundbreaking studies and projects deeper
into the poorest regions of the world, often
characterised by the stark duality of economic
and social marginalisation set in magnificently
biodiverse environments.
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Spring 2006 marks a record for Frontier, as we
send our 3000th Research Assistant, Rachel
Turner, on a 20-week volunteer expedition
deep into the wilds of Tanzaniais undiscovered
Eastern Arc forests in search of new species
of small mammals. Afterwards, sheill move to

Madagascar, where sheill help to establish one
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Paul with friends from one of our host communities.

of the first marine protected areas in Diego Bay.
Rachelis data collection will help to underpin a
biodiversity analysis that will aid the long term
conservation of Tanzania and Madagascaris
natural environment.

| hope enjoy our latest news from the field and
that our work inspires you to play a role in global

IUCN

The World Conservation Union

biodiversity conservation.




NICARAGUA: DARWIN INITIATIVE

On March 11, 2006,
hosted the first ever sea turtle symposium in

Frontier Nicaragua
Nicaragua, sponsored by the UK Governmentis
Darwin Initiative. With over 100 participants
from across Central America, the symposium
brought together local, national, and international
experts as part of Frontieris Capacity Building
for Sustainable Management of the Nicaraguan
Pacific North Region Project. Recognising that
Central American delegates might not have the
means to attend the International Sea Turtle
Symposium in Greece later this year, Frontier
staff generated a concept for a Central American
regional conference that would coincide with the
graduation ceremony of the inaugural twenty
participants of Frontieris pioneering BTEC in
Conservation Management.

The BTEC qualification, equivalent to an A-
level, represents the first of its kind in the
history of Central America: on the one hand,
accrediting a degree that previously did not exist
in the Americas and on the other, exemplifying
the global paradigm shift where developing

countries are coming to prioritize
sustainability and conservation
as valid development goals.

In a poignant ceremony,
Nicaraguan participants
presented the
of their efforts from
the BTEC
including their reports

and logbooks, to the
audience, after which they
were awarded with diplomas.
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Afterwards, renowned experts
spoke of the most pressing issues
for Central Americais conservation, focusing

largely on sea turtles. Project Co-ordinators

expressed gratitude to the Darwin Initiative for
funding the development and implementation
of the course, crucial to giving candidates the
means to achieve the conservation goals set for
by the Convention on Biodiversity. Park guard
Ramon was grateful to Frontier: fil cannot find the
words to express my gratitude; this is the best
thing | have ever carried out in my life.o

CAMBODIA: PADI AWARE

In 2005 Frontier received a grant from the
conservation branch of PADI, PADI Aware, to
prepare and disseminate information about
Cambodiais Ream National Park. The project,
which will include print, Internet, and public
workshops, aims to raise public awareness about

the unique flora and fauna that can be found
in the park.

Frontier was one of the first
organisations to produce

baseline biodiversity
surveys of Ream
National Park since

the country became
accessible to foreign
scientists in the late
1990s. This represented
a unique opportunity for
Frontier to establish the first
comprehensive picture of what
species exist within Reamis borders,

and the results of our surveys showed an

abundance of exotic and endangered wildlife.
Notable species include the great hornbill,
leopard, tiger, Asian elephant, lesser adjutant,
and palm civet.

Now, Frontier and PADI Aware are seeking to
bring information about Reamis spectacular flora
and fauna to a wider audience. Materials will be
produced in English, Khmer and other foreign
languages, and will be distributed both within
Cambodia and overseas. Included in the web-
based initative is a collaboration with Cambodiais
Ministry of Tourism to either update their website
or provide an independent web resource for
people wishing to learn about the fascinating
park.

Frontier hopes that this initiative will help to raise
status of Cambodian wildlife by demonstrating
the ecological and economic value of conserving
these places for future generations of visitors.

TANZANIA: CEPF
MTWARA PROJECT

The Mtwara region,
at the border with
Mozambique in
south-eastern
Tanzania, is part
of the Eastern Arc
and Coastal Forest
range T one of the
most biodiverse areas
in the world. From
April 2005 to March 2006,
Frontier-Tanzania conducted
a Critical Ecosystem Partnership
Fund-funded project in eight forests that partially
comprise the CEPF-numbered Key Biodiversity
Sites 81, 95 and 102.

Findings from our study show that the eight
forest reserves studied are of crucial value to the
surrounding human population, providing it with
precious water, forest resources and protection
from soil erosion. However, human population
growth has contributed to the exploitation of the

To date, Frontier has trained over 600 host-country partners,

identified hundreds of new species, and published over 350 papers.






